7th-8th Summer Reading
Please select a book that you have not read before from your class list below to read over the
summer. This reading will form a foundation of class discussion and activity during the first week back at
school. If you have any questions, you can email your teacher:
7th grade - Ms. Kelly Nupson

8th grade – Ms. Emilee Hansel

kelly.nupson@hbcguam.net

emilee.hansel@hbcguam.net

List of 7th grade book options
-

Percy Jackson: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

(reading level – 680)

Life was fine for Percy Jackson until he discovers he is the son of the Greek god Poseidon. Soon a
mystery unfolds and together with his friends Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to
prevent a catastrophic war between the gods.

-

Beyonders: A World Without Heroes by Brandon Mull

(reading level – 710)

While volunteering at a zoo, Jason falls through a tunnel and ends up in another world. There he must
find not only a way home, but also a way to defeat the malicious emperor and save his new friends.
Will he be able to rise to the challenge?

-

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling

(reading level – 880)

After 10 miserable years with his aunt and uncle, Harry Potter is invited to attend Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry. Will he be able to survive the challenges to fulfil his destiny?

-

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

(reading level – 940)

While visiting the English countryside, four children wander through a wardrobe and end up in a world
of talking animals, an evil witch, and a kingdom in need of rescuing.

-

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett

(reading level – 970)

An orphaned girl goes to live at her uncle’s mansion on the moors of Yorkshire and finds it full of
secrets. One day she discovers a garden walled off and hidden from view. Is everything as it seems or
can she bring it back to life again?

-

The Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

(reading level – 1020)

Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when his plane crashes in the Canadian wilderness. With
nothing but a tattered jacket and a hatchet will he be able to survive?

*parenthesis show book’s reading level. We always encourage students to read books at or
above their current reading level to grow their abilities!

List of 8th grade book options
-

Under the Blood Red Sun by Graham Salisbury

(reading level – 640)

Tomi was born in Hawaii. His grandfather and parents were born in Japan and came to America to
escape poverty. World War II seems far away from Tomi and his friends, who are too busy playing ball
on their eighth-grade team, the Rats. But then Pearl Harbor is attacked by the Japanese, and the
United States declares war on Japan. It's a terrifying time to be Japanese in America. But one thing
doesn't change: the loyalty of Tomi's buddies, the Rats.

-

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

(reading level – 700)

Billy, Old Dan and Little Ann -- a Boy and His Two Dogs... A loving threesome, they ranged the dark hills
and river bottoms of Cherokee country. Old Dan had the brawn, Little Ann had the brains -- and Billy
had the will to train them to be the finest hunting team in the valley. Glory and victory were coming to
them, but sadness waited too. An exciting tale of love and adventure you'll never forget.

-

The Kite Fighters by Linda Sue Park (author of A Single Shard)

(reading level – 880)

In a riveting narrative set in fifteenth-century Korea, two brothers discover a shared passion for kites. Kee-sup
can craft a kite unequaled in strength and beauty, but his younger brother, Young-sup, can fly a kite as if he
controlled the wind itself. Their combined skills attract the notice of Korea's young king, who chooses Young-sup
to fly the royal kite in the New Year kite-flying competition--an honor that is also an awesome responsibility.
Although tradition decrees, and the boys' father insists, that the older brother represent the family, both
brothers know that this time the family's honor is best left in Young-sup's hands.

-

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

(reading level – 870)

“Harper Lee's Pulitzer Prize-winning masterwork of honor and injustice in the deep South—and the
heroism of one man in the face of blind and violent hatred.” – Amazon review

-

Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt

(reading level – 1100)

The unforgettable story of young Jethro Creighton who comes of age during the turbulent years of the Civil War.

*parenthesis show book’s reading level. We always encourage students to read books at or
above their current reading level to grow their abilities!

Done with your book and want to read more? Try one of these!
White Fang by Jack London
Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry & Pearson Ridley
The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George Speare
My Side of the Mountain by Jean C. George
Julie of the Wolves by Jean C. George
The Cay by Theodore Taylor
The Princess Academy by Shannon Hale
Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson
Fablehaven Series by Brandon Mull
A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket
The Inheritance Cycle (Eragon) by Christopher Paolini

(reading level 650)
(reading level 710)
(reading level 760)
(reading level 810)
(reading level 860)
(reading level 860)
(reading level 890)
(reading level 890)
(reading level 1010)
(reading level 1070)
(reading level 700-800)
(reading level 900-1100)
(reading level 800-1000)

Optional Projects
Sticky Note Breadcrumbs
As you read through your chosen book, place sticky notes at points you think are important to
the story. Jot down your thoughts on the sticky note, explaining why you think the event is
important. After finishing the book, check your sticky notes to see if your hunches were
correct. (Keep your notes in the book for school.)
Character Sketch
Write three paragraphs (4+ sentences each) about a major character in the story. In one
paragraph, explain what the character looks like (facial features, age, favorite clothing or
accessories, etc.).
In a different paragraph, explain the character’s personality. Is he funny? Serious? Organized?
Distracted? Smart? Friendly? Brave? Creative? Logical?
In your third paragraph, explain what the character values. What does the character do or say
that shows you what he values? Are there any values that impact the plot?
Write a Letter
Write a letter (2-3 paragraphs) to another character or the readers as if you were one of the
characters in the book. Describe something exciting that has happened to you or someone that
you have met (an event from the story). Talk about a lesson that you learned because of that
event of person. Be sure to really get into the character’s thoughts.
Comic Strip
Choice one of your favorite scenes from the story and make it into a comic strip that you might
find in a graphic novel.
Different Ending
Were you satisfied with the story’s outcome? What events might have changed how the story
ended? Change at least one key event to write an alternate ending to the story.
Character Poster
Create a poster to show a main character in your book. On the poster, place the character in
his or her setting and surround the character with elements from the story. Use color, details,
and specific elements from the story when completing this project.
Vocabulary
Are there any words in the book you do not understand? Use a sticky note or journal to write
down each word and what you THINK it might mean. Then, look up the words in a dictionary
and write their actual definitions. Try using a new word when you talk to your family and
friends. Keep a tally of each time you use one!

9th English Summer Book Report
1. Before reading your chosen summer book, read the questions on the back of this paper. Choose 3
specific questions to answer in addition to your summary paragraph and general response paragraph.
2. While reading, keep notes that you can pull from later when writing your answers to each question.
3. After reading, type out your book evaluation and make sure it follows all formatting requirements
specified below. When you return to school in the fall, you will log onto your English class’s page in the
online program “Turn-It-In” to submit the final report. Plan to submit your paper during the first week of
school.

4. Your reading will form a foundation of class discussion and activity during the first week back at school.
List of 9th Grade English Summer Reading Book Options
Mistborn by Brandon Sanderson
-

Kelsier, a rare Mistborn, is seeking the impossible – destroying the Lord Ruler who has reigned for
a thousand years. Even with the best crew of allomancers, Kel’s plan seems like a long shot until
he meets Vin, an orphan with a harsh past and untapped powers.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
-

reading level (740)

When Meg and Charles Wallace Murry learn that their father has been captured by the Dark Thing,
they time travel to Camazotz, where they must face the leader IT in the ultimate battle between
good and evil—a journey that threatens their lives and our universe.

The Odyssey by Homer
-

reading level (740)

reading level (830-1260)*

Fresh from his triumphs in the Trojan War, Odysseus, King of Ithaca, wants nothing more than to
return home to his family. Battling man-eating monsters, violent storms, and supernatural sirens
and sorceresses, Odysseus will need all his strength and cunning—and a little help from Mount
Olympus—to make his way home and seize his kingdom from the schemers who seek to wed his
queen and take his throne.
*reading level depends on the translation

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
-

When a mysterious tollbooth appears in Milo’s room, he drives through only because he's got
nothing better to do. But on the other side, things seem different. Milo visits the island of
Conclusions, learns about time from a ticking watchdog named Tock, and goes up against the
dastardly Discord and Dynne. Will Milo and Tock be able to rescue the twin Princesses, Rhyme and
Reason, in time?

The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald
-

reading level (1000)

reading level (1030)

Princess Irene lives a lonely life in a castle in a wild, desolate, mountainous kingdom, with only
her nursemaid, Lootie, for company. Her father, the king, is normally absent, and her mother is
dead. Unknown to her, the nearby mines are inhabited by a race of goblins, long banished from
the kingdom and now anxious to take revenge on their human neighbors.

List of Response Questions
(Choose three)
Setting:
• “In what ways does the setting help develop the story and characters?”
Character:
• “Towards which of the characters do you have the most sympathy? Why?”
• “In what ways (specific thoughts, words, actions, etc.) does the author show you the
development and change in his main characters?”
Point of View:
• “What point of view does the author use for the story?”
• “How does the point of view reveal the author’s attitude towards the characters or conflict?”
Conflict:
• What obstacles (internal and external) stand in the way of the main character getting what
he/she wants?
Theme:
• “What overall theme (message) do you think the author is trying to communicate with his or
her story?

Paragraph Format
Paragraph 1: ½ page summary of the book
- Talk about the main people and events in the book but do NOT include your opinions.
Paragraphs 2-4: Chosen response questions (from above)
- I should know by the topic sentence which question each paragraph is answering.
- Paragraphs that use specific examples will receive better grades than paragraphs that generalize.
Paragraph 5: General personal opinion of the book
- Talk about the things you like about this book and the things you dislike about it. Make sure to
explain why you like or dislike these things.

General Paper Guidelines
-

12 pt. professional font
Double spaced
1” margins
Title of book .5” from top margin (and
properly italicized)
Name in top right hand corner

*Each paragraph should take approx. ½ page,
meaning that your book report should be no
shorter than two full pages and no longer than
three full pages

Contact Miss Jensen at
stephanie.jensen@hbcguam.net or
at missjensenenglish.weebly.com
with any questions you may have
about this assignment.

Sophomore English:
Summer Book Report - The Classics
Instructor Info:

Mr. Jon Marshall, MEd (English)
Jonathan.marshall@hbcguam.net
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I.

Guidelines
During the summer leading up to sophomore year, students are to read one (1)
book from either list, which they have not read before. Students will read from
the other list during the school year.
Step-by-step:
1. Choose a new book and read it entirely
2. Write 2 pages minimum answering at least 3 different kinds of questions
3. Be sure to make a new paragraph for each category (e.g. “Monitoring”)
4. Have your reading report ready for the first week of school 

II.

Book List

Scholar’s List: 30 – 50K words
(about 3 hours to read)

Scholar’s List: + 50K words
(about 6 hours to read)

Dumas, Alexandre - The Three Musketeers (990L)
Elliot, George - Silas Marner (1250L)
Kafka, Franz – The Metamorphosis (1340L)
Kipling, Rudyard - Captains Courageous (1020L)
Leroux, Gaston - The Phantom of the Opera (910L)
Tolstoy, Leo – The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1010L)
Verne, Jules – Around the World in Eighty Days (1090L)
Wells, H.G. - War of the Worlds (1040L)
Wilde, Oscar - The Picture of Dorian Gray (920L)

Alcott, Louisa May - Little Women (1000L)
Austen, Jane - Pride and Prejudice (1070L)
Bunyan, John – Pilgrim’s Progress (1040L)
Defoe, Daniel - Robinson Crusoe (1270L)
Dickens, Charles - Great Expectations (1150L)
Dumas, Alexandre - The Man in the Iron Mask (950L)
Tan, Amy – The Joy Luck Club (930L)
Scott, Sir Walter - Ivanhoe (1270L)
Wallace, Lew - Ben-Hur (990L)

*Lexile Numbers (L) to the right indicate reading difficulty

*Sophomores should be able to read 1040L to 1400L

III.
1.

•
•
•

2.
•
•
•
3.

•
•

Reflection Question Categories (5)
Making Connections
The character I most identify with..
I really got into the story when...
I can relate to this author because...
Monitoring
I got lost here because…
I need to reread the part where...
I know I’m on the right track...
Analyzing the Author’s Craft
A golden line for me is...
This word/phrase stands out for
me because...

•
4.

5.

I like how the author uses this
technique to show...

•
•
•

Forming Interpretations
What this means to me is...
I think this represents...
The idea I’m getting is...

•
•
•

Evaluating
I agree/don’t agree with...
The author left out ...
The true value of this book is…

11th American Lit. Summer Book Report
1. Choose a 2 or 3 pt. book from the list below.
* You must choose a book that you have never read before.
-

In my classes, I require two additional book reports during the school year. Students in a regular English class
must earn 7 points total from these three book reports, meaning that at least one of the books they choose
to read must be 3pts.

-

Students in an Honors English class will be given a separate summer reading assignment.

2. Before reading your chosen summer book, read through the questions on the back of this paper. Choose 3
specific questions to answer in addition to your summary paragraph and general response paragraph.
3. While reading, keep notes that you can pull from later when writing your answers to each question.
4. After reading, type out your book evaluation and make sure it adheres to all format requirements specified
below. When you return to school in the fall, you will log onto your English class’s page in the online program
“Turn-It-In” to submit the final report. Plan to submit your paper during the first week of school.

List of 11th grade American Literature Book Options
-

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (2)

(reading level 760)

Nick Carraway, a newcomer to New York City, is fascinated by the mysterious past and opulent
lifestyle of his neighbor, Jay Gatsby. As Nick becomes entangled in Gatsby’s life, he learns just how
much the American Dream can cost.
-

Johnny Tremain by Esther Forbes (2)

(reading level 840)

Fourteen-year old Johnny Tremain, an apprentice silversmith with a bright future ahead of him,
injures his hand in a tragic accident, forcing him to look for other work. In his new job as a horse-boy,
riding for the patriotic newspaper, the Boston Observer, and as a messenger for the Sons of Liberty,
he is soon involved in the pivotal events shaping the American Revolution.
-

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe (3)

(reading level 1050)

When a Kentucky farmer is forced to sell two slaves to a plantation owner, it becomes a turning point
in the lives of both slaves. For Eliza, it’s one of escape—a harrowing flight north with her young son.
For Uncle Tom, sent down the Mississippi River, it’s a more certain fate, as he struggles to survive
against the brutal exploitation of his traders.
-

The Call of the Wild by Jack London (2)

(reading level 1120)

Buck is stolen from his home and sold as a sled dog in Alaska. To survive in this harsh climate, he must
break from civilization and follow his latent, primitive instincts.
-

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott (3)

(reading level 1300)

Follow Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy as they learn the hard lessons of poverty, love, illness, and growing up
in New England during the Civil War.

List of Response Questions
(Choose three)
Setting:
• “In what ways does the setting help develop the story and characters?”
Character:
• “How does the author develop the reality and individuality of certain characters, especially his
main character?”
• “In what ways (specific thoughts, words, actions, etc.) does the author show you the development
and change in his main characters?”
Plot:
• “How does the plot’s progression use minor conflicts to build to the climax/ turning point?”
Conflict:
• “How does the author present reality and its many complications through his use of conflicts?”
Audience appeal:
• “How does the author tell his story so that it appeals to (interests, pleases, stirs up) his audience?”
Writing Style:
• “How does the author use his writing style to communicate his values and even emotions (like
humor or anger) throughout the story?”
• “In what ways does the author’s writing style reflect the values and lifestyle of his time period?”

Paragraph Format
Paragraph 1: ½ page summary of the book
- Talk about the main people and events in the book but do NOT include your opinions.
Paragraphs 2-4: Chosen response questions (from above)
- I should know by the topic sentence which question each paragraph is answering.
- Paragraphs that use specific examples will receive better grades than paragraphs that generalize.
Paragraph 5: General personal opinion of the book
- Talk about the things you like about this book and the things you dislike about it. Make sure to
explain why you like or dislike these things.

General Paper Guidelines
-

12 pt. professional font
Double spaced
1” margins
Title of book .5” from top margin (and
properly italicized)
Name in top right hand corner

*Each paragraph should take approx. ½ page,
meaning that your book report should be no
shorter than two full pages and no longer than
three full pages

Contact Miss Jensen at
stephanie.jensen@hbcguam.net or
at missjensenenglish.weebly.com
with any questions you may have
about this assignment.

British Lit. Summer Book Report
1. Choose book from the list below.
*Only students who gain pre-approval from Miss Nupson may read books not on the approved list.
* You must choose a book that you have never read before. You must read an unabridged version.
-

In my classes, I require two additional book reports during the school year.

-

Students in an Honors English class will be given a separate summer reading assignment.

2. Before reading your chosen summer book, read through the questions on the back of this paper. Choose 3
specific questions to answer in addition to your summary paragraph and general response paragraph.
3. While reading, keep notes that you can pull from later when writing your answers to each question.
4. After reading, type out your book evaluation and make sure it adheres to all format requirements specified
below. When you return to school in the fall, you will log onto your English class’s page in the online program
“Turn-It-In” to submit the final report. Plan to submit your paper during the first week of school.
5. These books will form a foundation of class discussion and activity during the first week back at school.

List of 12th grade
British Literature books
-

-

-

-

-

The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien
(reading level 860)
With the help of his friends, Frodo Baggins must risk everything to destroy the ring of power before
the Sauron finds it and uses it to destroy all that is good in Middle-earth.
The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas
(reading level 900-1100*)
Edmond Dantés has it all: a successful career, a loving family, and the girl of his dreams. But when
his supposed friends falsely accuse him of treason, will he be able to escape the accusations? How
far will he go to get revenge?
*reading level changes based on translation
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
(reading level 1000)
Bruno lives in Berlin in 1942 when his father gets a promotion and his family must move to a new
house far away. While exploring his new home he sees a tall fence and becomes friends with a boy
on the other side. Their newfound friendship soon results in devastating consequences.
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
(reading level 1100)
When new rich neighbors move into town, everyone hopes for wedding bells. But can Miss Bennet
and Mr. Darcy overcome their pride and dissolve their prejudice in order acknowledge their love
for each other?
The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis
(reading level 1170)
A devil named Screwtape teaches his apprentice via letter how to prepare a human soul for
eternity in hell.
Contact Miss Nupson at
Kelly.nupson@hbcguam.net with any
questions you may have about this assignment.

List of Response Questions
(choose two)

Setting:
•

In what ways does the setting help develop the story and characters?

Character:
•

How does the author develop the reality and individuality of certain characters, especially his main
character?

•

In what ways (specific thoughts, words, actions, etc.) does the author show you the development
and change in his main characters?

Theme
•

What universal truth or life lesson does the author seem to be teaching through the characters and
events in the book?

Conflict:
•

How does the author present reality and its many complications through his use of conflicts in the
story?

Audience appeal:
•

How does the author tell his story so that it appeals to (interests, pleases, stirs up) his audience?

Writing Style:
•
•

How does the author use his writing style to communicate his values and even emotions (like
humor or anger) throughout the story?
In what ways does the author’s writing style reflect the values and lifestyle of his time period?

Paragraph format
Paragraph 1: ½ page summary of the book
- Talk about the main people and events in the book but do NOT include your opinions.
Paragraphs 2-3: Chosen response questions (from above)
- I should know by the topic sentence which question each paragraph is answering.
- Paragraphs that use specific examples will receive better grades than paragraphs that generalize.
Paragraph 4: General personal opinion of the book
- Talk about the things you like about this book and the things you dislike about it. Make sure to explain why you like
or dislike these things.

General Paper Guidelines
- 12 pt. professional font
- Double spaced
- 1” margins
- Title of book .5” from top margin (and properly italicized)
- Name in top right hand corner
*Each paragraph should take approx. ½ page, meaning that your book report should be no shorter than 1 ½
pages and no longer than three full pages

