
 
 

Spirit Week:  
“From East to West the Rangers Are the Best!” 

 
 
Students eagerly celebrated this year’s Spirit Week with moments that will forever stick with us. 

Everyone had the opportunity to earn points on either Rangers, Navy Seals, Delta Force, or Green Berets. The 
sunrise challenge started off the day, led by Coach Eckert, who enthusiastically rallied students into school 
spirit.  

Jeff Gerber, this year’s special speaker from Colorado, preached on several topics, such as God IS big 
enough, and to aspire to be like David. We have learned about God’s sovereignty and are grateful for Gerber for 
relaying this message.  

After each session, the different Special Forces fought valiantly in the heat and mud during outside 
games and used the bright minds God gave us to conquer in the academic challenge bowl. The faculty and staff 
traditionally performed hilarious skits, which included moments I’m sure none of us will forget ;)  

At the end of the week, students shared what God did in their lives throughout the week. Through life-
changing sermons and vicious competitions, we learned the power of God and the power of teamwork. Spirit 
week provided students with a break from the vigorous routine of school work and time to bond with one 
another, have fun, and most importantly, learn from God’s Word.  

Thank you to the faculty who made this year’s spirit week unforgettable! 
By Sayaka Iijima and Yujin Lee 

 

 

 



 

International Day 
This year’s International Day, an annual holiday when student body and faculty alike come together to 

celebrate the diverse cultures and heritages represented at our school, saw students and teachers dressing up in 
fun, traditional outfits from various countries around the world. These included Japan, China, Korea, the 
Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Spain, (Native) America, Australia, Kenya, Guam and many more.  

As usual, students from all grades had a special chapel in which the students received a wonderful 
sermon and played exciting activities in which they were able to display the outfits of the different ethnicities 
and cultures they represented. Another much anticipated perk of International Day included the half day with 
which the students were rewarded in honor of the celebratory season. Before they left for the day however, 
students, teachers, and their families were able to sit down and enjoy delicious fiesta plate meals prepared and 
served by the school’s high school seniors as one of their very first official fundraisers for the big senior trip to 
Tokyo in the spring.  

All in all, the day was another smashing success for the students, faculty, and (especially) the seniors 
and has us looking forward to another great celebration in coming years. 

By Hailey Sablan 

         
 

National Honor Society Inductions 
The main goal of the National Honor Society is to create enthusiasm for scholarship, stimulate a desire 

to render service, promote leadership, and develop character in the students of secondary schools.  
On September 15, Harvest Christian Academy’s Honor Society welcomed new inductees and officers. 

These new inductees worked hard to raise their GPA and develop their skills for leadership and service. The 
new officers are as follows: Harshitha Gogineni for president, Brandon Lopez for vice president, and Hannah 
Legaspi and Karla Wong for secretaries. 

We can’t wait to see our new officers work together and better our society here at Harvest. This year, the 
honor society members will work diligently to serve the community and lead groups when needed. 

By Keina Yoo 
 

September 11, 2001 
One instance in time has changed the outlook of millions of people. On this day, Al-Queda terrorists, a 

part of a military regime, overtook a commercial airplane and crashed it into the World Trade Center in New 
York City. Less than twenty minutes later, a second plane had hit the next tower, leading the twin towers to 
soon collapse into a terrifying and deadly inferno of debris. Americans stared at their screens, speechless, as 
billows of smoke and ashes dispersed, exposing the wreckage of the iconic skyscrapers.  

In chapel, the student body sang several American hymns played by the advanced orchestra and, 
afterwards, listened to a brief testimony from Mr. Vallejo about his experience with 9/11. Mr. Lenartz later 
concluded chapel with a short discussion on how circumstances in our lives are orchestrated by God to reveal 
His glory to unbelievers.  

By Karla Wong 



 

Red Cross Helps Red Ball  
On September 8, the Harvest chapter of Red Cross has volunteered in setting up the biggest social 

fundraising event of the year, the 17th annual Red Ball. Held at the Dusit Thani Guam Resort, members from all 
over the island met up to prepare for a video that would be featured during the fundraiser on September 23rd.  

Members were given an opportunity to meet many new faces through a few icebreaker exercises. For 
example, people would be randomly grouped into pairs and asked to exchange the first compliment that comes 
to mind with each other. All of the members were able to witness the good hearts of other people as they rotated 
around the table in one-minute intervals.  

The head of the video shoot recorded big smiles from all the volunteers, and, if you attend the Red Ball, 
you may get to see a warm familiar face smiling back at you, too. Plus, cake was also provided to those who 
participated, so you better not wait.  

By Morgen McCann 

                                      

 

4th Annual Soroptimist ‘S’ Club Induction 

   

On Wednesday, September 13, 2017, the Soroptimist International of the Marianas board members held 
their annual induction for past and new members of the Soroptimist club. New members were inducted by 
pledging an oath of responsibility and commitment to the society. These board members put their trust in each 
and every one of these young women to lead kids and adults by revealing a brighter part of life.  

This ceremony praised the members and refocused their commitment and encumbrance for Soroptimist. 
The new officers received a mini bouquet of flowers along with a certificate to represent their dedication and 
assistance to help one another in times of need and to show tenderness and appreciation. Towards the end of the 
inductions, the board members awarded the Soroptimist club with $250 for expenditures and future fundraising; 
the club was very appreciative and grateful for the award.  

The newly inducted officers and members look forward to not only ameliorating young girls and women 
in need, but also children from Erica’s House and Harvest House through fundraisers, tea parties, and many 
other projects to come. 

By Katherine Allen 



 

Rotaract Leadership Conference  
What is a leader? Though a common question, many people have different interpretations of the label. 

Here at Harvest, we are blessed with many active leaders in our student body. Several of these fine young 
students were chosen to attend the Rotaract Youth Leadership Conference. Held at the Westin Hotel on 
September 8, the conference went from eight o’clock to three and hosted students from all around the island. 
The Harvest delegates enjoyed a day of listening to and learning from intriguing speakers and participating in 
awesome team-building exercises. 

Sanjeev Kumar, a Project Manager in PETRONAS Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, delivered 
the keynote speech. After the presentation, Senior Gavin Lee said he appreciated Kumar’s message that 
“whatever adversity you face, you can always overcome it.” Wise words, Gavin.  

While receiving insight and inspiration in regards to leadership, the students also obtained valuable 
information in the realm of business. “I learned that anyone could become an entrepreneur if they put in the 
work and time,” said Senior Jack Yue. The conference motivated Jack to use his free time more wisely, so he 
may better improve himself. The professional speakers also taught other fundamental business ideas, such as the 
four different types of people in the workforce.  

Overall, it seems the students thoroughly enjoyed the conference, and hopefully next year Harvest will 
be invited again. Thank you to Rotaract Club of Guam for hosting such an eye-opening event!  

By Eddie Huang 
 

    
 

Coastal Cleanup 
It’s pretty much common knowledge that Guam and tourism go hand in hand. When strolling down one 

of Guam’s dazzling beaches, you will find hordes of tourists building sandcastles with loved ones and surfing 
the day away. To preserve the natural wonders of marine life, the organization Ocean Conservancy created 
Coastal Cleanup Day: a day where any community member can become an everyday hero and help protect the 
sands, the ocean, and all the creatures living in between.  

On September 16, 2017, groups like the American Red Cross and CERT banded together to defend the 
shores of Guam by recycling glass bottles and throwing away used cans hidden away in bushes and trees. After 
long hours of hard work and dedication, the trash strewn about the beach were now piles of garbage neatly 
secured in bags waiting to be discarded.  

Just like our island’s hymn says “Para i onra, para i gloria abiba i islan sinparat,” for her honor, for her 
glory, exalt our island forever more. Though we may not be able to control oil spills and other major causes of 
pollution, we can still pick up a garbage bag and the trash left behind. 

By Talia Sablan 



 

  Eagles Have Lots of Athletic Talon(t)  
    

  Eagles Fly High Like Golf Balls 
The Harvest golf team challenged Okkodo for 

the second game of the season last Thursday on 
Andersen Air Force Base. The co-ed team played hard, 
and the boys were victorious.  

Meet Gye Baek Kim, a sophomore who 
contributed to the win for the boys. Gye Baek is a 
sophomore with an impressive 3 handicap. Gye Baek 
has been playing golf since he was six years old and 
currently practices 6 days a week at Leo Palace. He’s 
inspired by athletes like Rory McIlroy, a professional 
golfer, and Brentt Salas, the number one high school 
golf player on Guam. He says that he prefers golf over 
other sports because of the calmness of the game.  

He contributes hard work and time management 
to his current success. He also understands that there is a 
psychological aspect of the game; he does not dwell on 
his mistakes, but instead focuses on the next stroke. 
There is no doubt that he is a serious athlete, but he also 
manages to juggle academics and other activities such as 
the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
club, Service club, and basketball. Gye Baek hopes that 
his dedication and discipline will prepare him for the 
future if he plays professionally.  

By Sebastian Castro 
 

Cross Country: Go Hard or        
Go Home 

Isaiah 40:29- “He giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might he increaseth strength.” 

    This verse represents the theme of this year’s cross 
country season. In every one of their meets, the Harvest 
Eagle runners have applied this message by trusting in 
God to help them push past the pain and finish the race. 
They persistently ran in every meet regardless of 
whether there was pouring rain or scorching sunlight. 
Currently, they have competed in a total of five races; 
out of the five, the girls’ team have won four and the 
boys’ have won two. 

 Nathan Chromel, one of the school’s fastest 
runners, was able to finish the three-mile race in only 
twenty-one minutes. Whereas, Minami Cramer came in 
close with twenty-three minutes. Moreover, many of the 
team’s runners have been consistently joining the team 
since middle school like Jenny Mann. It is truly 
encouraging to see students going out there and showing 
dedication to what they love most. However, their 
season is not over yet. They still have many more races 
to run – so come out and support the cross country team. 
Let's go Eagles! 

By Maribelle Gonzalvo 

 
Eagles, Just Swingin' It! 

On September 28th, the high school varsity volleyball team celebrated the long-lived tradition of senior 
night in honor of Ji Young An, Tasi Castro, and Eliza Miller.  

These lady eagles proved their skill set with a win of 25-11 in the first set. When it came to the second 
set, fans were gritting their teeth in anticipation of who would be valiant. Scores shifted back and forth, but our 
ladies dominated with an ace by Gaby Paulin, ending the night with a tight score of 26-24.  

The especially enthusiastic roars and cheers of select fans Dani Crisostomo and Alan Thomas won them 
hats and coupons from our very own athletic director Matt Noland.  

Our heart strings were tugged as Coach Eckert (though he denies it) tearily honored the girls with robes, 
sashes, and crowns. The seniors gave us every right to be incredibly proud of all that they have accomplished 
this season. 

By Kylie McMillan 
 

     


