
 

 

 

To the HCA 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade Classes of 2018-2019, 

Great education incorporates a variety of teaching methods so that students can begin to recognize 

their personal learning style. Some students learn best through reading information from a book; other 

students thrive on discussion and other auditory methods; many students learn through hands-on 

practice. HCA places a significant emphasis on academic content as well as recognizing and developing 

individual learning styles in order to help the students as they prepare to build their Sr. High records.  

While new teaching strategies and techniques are developed and tested constantly, the one key 

ingredient that research has shown makes the greatest impact on student learning is not technology, 

strategies, or limitless resources; a qualified teacher is the foundation to success for the students. 

When a skilled teacher has access to resources and technology, the students benefit greatly. We are 

excited to announce that the 6th, 7th, & 8th grades at HCA will be using a combination of E-texts and 

traditional textbooks. There are many advantages to E-texts (the student’s backpack will be much 

lighter; students will not need to worry about an incomplete assignment because the textbook was left 

at school); however, we still desire to utilize the benefits of physical textbooks as well.  

Last year’s 6th grade classes finished a year-long pilot program with the E-texts, and it has been a great 

addition to the classroom not only because of the E-texts, but also because of the addition of other 

educational apps (dictionary, maps, sketchbooks, etc.). The tablets are not the primary focus of our 

educational strategies; on average, students have much less than an hour of additional screen-time 

per day. Interaction between the teacher and students remains at the core of our educational 

instruction. 

HCA will require the Kindle Fire HD 8 Tablet, which has an 8" HD display. Each student will be 

responsible to provide his/her own device for the upcoming school year. The Fire HD retails for under 

$100 and is available from multiple retailers. Several online retailers will not ship to Guam, but some do, 

such as BestBuy.com. HCA recommends purchasing the Kindle Fire HD 8 Kids Edition; this version costs 

a little extra but is the same tablet as all versions of the HD 8. However, the Kids Edition also includes a 

durable case and a 2-year warranty from Amazon.com. We had a small handful of students with 

technical issues this past year, and Amazon honored the warranty in each case as long as the parents 

register the Kindle to their personal Amazon account when they go through the initial setup.  

 


